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SERVING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN BENTON, IOWA, JONES, JOHNSON, LINN AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Addressing the region’s childcare needs
In recent years, ECICOG has assisted numerous communities
in securing Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding to support the construction of new and expanded
childcare facilities. Wellman, Williamsburg, and Monticello
are currently constructing facilities, and Central City and
Vinton are recently completed examples.

In most cases, these projects are a cooperative venture
between city government and a private, nonprofit childcare
organization. The city often provides land or other assistance,
as well as acting as fiscal agent for CDBG funding. USDA
Rural Development is also often a financial participant,

p[‘lf)alldlngtboth g![’ant andl Io-ant;‘]ungétlgggmjeqt. is in th The City of Williamsburg received $600,000 in Community Development
€ most recent example In the . region IS In the Block Grant funds to assist in the construction of a new childcare center.
community of Wyoming, which received $300,000 in CDBG  \yhen complete, the 10,400 square foot facility will serve as many as 162
funding to construct a 4,200 square foot structure. When children.

complete, it will have the capacity to serve 52 children.
Determining the need for and gathering support to construct the facility was really a regional effort including parents, daycare providers,
and human service and educational professionals from several communities in Jones and Jackson Counties.

Another highlight of the project in Wyoming is its plans to meet the relatively new “Green Streets Criteria” of CDBG funding, which
promote public health, energy efficiency, water conservation, smart locations, operational savings and sustainable building practices.
Included in the project’s design to meet those requirements are:
in-fill development
improved energy performance and comfort
a healthier indoor environment
increased durability of building components, and
simplified maintenance requirements to yield cost savings through long-term reduction in operating expenses.

For more information on how ECICOG may help your community in planning for and meeting childcare needs, contact
Gary Hughes (ext. 129) at ECICOG.

Leadership group organizing local foods tour

The Johnson/Linn County Public Leadership Group is organizing a half-day tour the morning of Friday, July 17, for local officials
interested in learning more about the local foods industry.

= Most people have become reacquainted with local foods through the many farmers
' markets held throughout the region, especially during the summer months. But more

are seeking out locally grown produce and products.
On July 17, tour participants will visit several local producers to learn more about

| =" this re-emerging sector of the economy. A lunch featuring locally produced foods will
© also be available.
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The lowa Department of
Public Health, the lowa
Department of Natural
Resources, and ECICOG
invite you to participate in
Parks & Produce on
Saturday, June 20.
Explore healthy living
through outdoor
recreation, local foods, and
fun! For more information,
contact Gina Johnson

(ext. 137) at ECICOG,

or go to

www.ecicog.org/
parks&produce.

STAFF NOTES

policy and planning.

Adam Ralston joined the ECICOG staff in June as a housing planner. Ralston
received his MS in urban and regional planning from the University of lowa. He
was most recently a project manager for the University of lowa Hospitals and
Clinics where he oversaw planning, design, and construction of ongoing
renovation. At ECICOG, Ralston will be responsible for administering housing
rehabilitation and repair programs and assisting member governments with housing

June 11

Solid Waste TAC Meeting, University Services Building, Room

232, 1 West Prentiss Street, lowa City, 1:00 p.m.

Transit Operators Group Meeting, Jones County Courthouse,
500 W. Main Street, Anamosa, 10:00 a.m.

June 18

ECICOG Business Assistance RLF Loan Review Committee

Meeting, ECICOG Offices, 700 16" Street NE, Cedar Rapids,

2:00 p.m.

June 25

ECICOG Board of Directors Meeting, ECICOG Offices,

700 16™ Street NE, Cedar Rapids, 1:00 p.m.

Housing Fund for Linn County Board of Directors Meeting,
ECICOG Offices, 700 16™ Street NE, Cedar Rapids, 5:00 p.m.

July 3
holiday

July 9

July 17
Systems Tour

ECICOG offices closed in observance of Independence Day

Solid Waste TAC Meeting, location TBA, 1:00 p.m.

Johnson/Linn County Public Leadership Group Local Foods

ECICOG was established in 1973 to promote regional
cooperation and provide professional planning
services to local governments in Benton, lowa,
Johnson, Jones, Linn and Washington Counties.
ECICOG also provides solid waste planning services
to Tama County and transportation planning services
to Cedar County.
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Board of Directors:
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Ann Hearn David Vermedahl

Henry Herwig (Chair)  Larry Wilson

Marty Kelzer Linda Yoder

Linda Langston

ECICOG Staff EXT
Doug Elliott, Executive Director 122
Gina Peters, Administrative Assistant 120
Mary Rump, Transportation Services 128
Robyn Jacobson, Transportation Services 134
Gina Johnson, Mobility Manager 137
Hilary Copeland, GIS Services 125
Chad Sands, AICP, Comm. Development 127
Adam Ralston, Comm. Development 133
Gary Hughes, Comm. Development 129
Cary Stowe, Housing Services 124
Jennifer Ryan, Solid Waste Planning 131
Kristin Simon, Solid Waste Planning 126
Dick Stater, lowa Waste Exchange 121
Kristine Chiafos, Disaster Recovery 135
Tracy DeKoter, Disaster Recovery 130
Diana Stromer, Program Assistant 123
Melanie Riley, Disaster Recovery 138
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